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Production of Bieon snd Bear Alreraft

1. Introduction. {

The Soviet capabllity to produce the Bison and Bear heavy bomber i5X1
airoraft is established by the fact that the alreraft exis‘b.i

25X1

2. Production of Bison Alreraft at Flant No. 23.

The Soviet Jet heavy bomber, the Bison (M-4) was initially| | 25X1X
2EXTXE | lat Moscow/Ramenskoe| | In the
rehearsals for and during the 1954 May Dey Moscow Fly<by, one Bison 25X1 X?

was observed and photographed on four cecasions. In early 1955 Bison
sircraft vas cbaerved on five separate occasiong either alrborne or
on the ground at Plant Neo. 23, ¥Fili, Moscow. ¥From 1 to 12 Blson were
observed during the 1955 May Dey and Aviation Day Alr Bhovs. 25X1
25X1B4D)

25X1X6 |
|through Mey 1355 some L2 Bison hed peen

BT ¥ producs 3 prototypes baving been congiruected. The

first series produced Bison wag probably completed in Jamuary 1955.

indiecate the following production of Bison alrcraft:
Cumulative Production
af
Bison Alreraft

5 1953 1
1954 2
* 1955 23
-; 1956 L8
| First Quarter 1957 5k

NSA review completed

Approved For Release 2003/08/25 : CIA-RDP61500137A000100070071-5



Approved For Release 2003/08/25 : CIA-RDP61S00137A000100070071-5

During 1956 the tonfiguration of the Bison was chenged to what
is commonly referred to ss the long nose, no 4ail dihedral Bison.
19 Bisons of this new configuration have been produced.

3. Production of Bear Aireraft st Flant No. 18.

- 25X1X1 Initigt| |Bear (TU-95) oseurred st Moscow/
25X1X1 Remenskoe

25X1

The Tirst publie showing of Beex to Western cbaervers took place
' Soviet Alr Show at Moscow-Tushino on July 3, 1955

25X1

The seven Bear aircraft seen in July i5 fETC Prooos ; i
or s part of an experimentsl or limited productlon series 25X1

i

25X1

indleates that spproximately 15 Bear alrcralt Nad becn prodietd o
1 I.Elﬁgt_ﬁu 18 by the end of 1955. | | 25X1B4D
: indleate a production
25X1 B4D rate of approximstely two eireraft per month. ‘The production of
| Bear aircraft is therefore believed to be as follows:

Cumlative Production
of
Bear Alrcralt

1955 15
1956 39
First Quarter 1957 55

The estimate of the production of Bear alyeraft is not congidered
as relisble as the Bison production estimate. 25X1X5

25X1X5
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4. Other Factorles Cspeble of Producing Bison and Bear Alrereft.

The only airfrage plante in the USSR belleved tc be capable azt
producing either the Bison or Bear alrcraft other than Flants No. 18
and No. 23 are as follows:

Flant No. 1, Kuybyshev
Plant No. 22, Kazen

Flant Ho. 39, Irkutsk
Plant Ho. 64, Voronezh

Thyee of these plents, Plants No. 1, 22, snd 64 arve currently engaged
in production of Badger (TU-16) aircraft. Flant No. 64 appears to be
phasing the Bedger out of produetion in preparation for production of
the Ukrenis, s turboprop transport. The evidence indicates that
production of Badger is continuing at Plants No. 1 and Ho. 22.

Plant No. 39 is believed to be phasing the Beagle (I1-18) out of
production and to have started production of the Camp, a turboprop
assault transport, and possibly the Ukrania.
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